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Performance of Duty 


King Abbas went for dinner at the home of his minister. 
There he took so much liquor that he lost his senses. In that 
inebriated state, king got up and tried to enter the inner 
house, where ladies were living. A servant of the minister was 
standing in the way. King told him—“Get away from my way, 
otherwise I will kill you with my sword.” 

Servant bowed respectfully and said—“Sir, you are the 
ruler of this country, as such, I cannot raise my hands on you. 
But this is certain that you can enter only after crossing my 
dead body. You also keep in mind that inside, you will be 
greeted by the ladies with swords. They will certainly defend 
their honour.” 

Listening this, king came to senses and he went back to his 

ai 4 palace. Next day, minister told 

u l I the king—“I have punished 
a a |, and removed that servant, 
who misbehaved with 

you last night.” 

King said—“This 
is very good, I wanted 
to take him from you 
%. and post him as head 
« si of my body guards. 
- &He is very faithful. 
~ Please call and send 

him to me.” 

Those, who 
properly perform 
their duty are always 
honoured. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


16 
Practical Knowledge 


After completing their education, four students were 
returning home. They had become experts in their subjects 
and were very proud of it. In the way, they stayed for cooking 
food. One, who was master of logic went to purchase flour 
from market. While returning, he thought whether vessel is 
superior or the flour. To check this, he reversed the vessel and 
the flour fell on the ground. 

Expert in art, went to fetch wood. He was enamoured by 
green trees and cut some green branches to burn for cooking. 
With great difficulty, they could be kindled. They had some 
rice which was put in a pot for cooking on fire. After sometime 
sound of Khud-Bud started coming from the pot. Cookery 
expert was thinking that rice was cooked but the fourth 
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carefully listened Khud-Bud and said that grammatically it 
was wrong and hit the pot with a rod. Rice spread on the 
ground and was spoiled. All the four remained hungry. 

A villager was looking all this. He gave them some Sattu 
to eat and said—“You all have only bookish knowledge, which 
is not of much use. Value of practical knowledge is great.” 
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Work Jointly 


Once a person approached a sant and said—“Maharaj ! My 
income is very meagre and my family is starving.” Sant 
asked—“What are your children doing ?” He stubbornly replied— 
“Why shall they work? They are not servant to any body.” 

Sant explained—“Brother ! To run the house properly each 
member must do something according to his capacity. How would 
you do it alone?” He realized that each one must help in running 
the house. He went back satisfied. 

After sometime, he came again and offered many gifts and 
money to the Sant. He said—“Maharqj ! Now there is no problem. 
One son takes cows for grazing while the other looks for 
agriculture. Wife also shares my burden. We are all happy.” 

When all work jointly, they prosper. | \ | 
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Theist and Atheist 


There were two friends, one was theist and other was 
atheist. Theist was very simple in nature and had cultured life 
style. He was stoic and remained satisfied in whatever he got. 
On the contrary atheist was always worried to earn more and 
more, so as to lead luxurious life. 

One day atheist told his friend—“Your sacrifice is really 
great. For devotion to God, you have renounced all worldly 
affairs.” 

Theist replied—“No brother ! Your sacrifice is much 
greater. For worldly affairs, you have renounced even the God.” 

Atheist got a lesson. He changed his life style. Now he used 
his knowledge and resourses for the betterment of others. His 
behaviour also became civilized. 
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Anger Increases with Anger 


Vasudev, Baldev and Satyaki went for horse-ride to a forest. 
They wandered in a dense forest. They decided to pass night 
under a tree. Horses were tied with a tree. They also decided that 
each one by rotation will be on guard for three hours while other 
two will sleep. 

First turn was of Satyaki to guard while others slept. A 
demon came down from that tree and challenged Satyaki. Demon 
was abusing and beating with fists and kicks. Satyaki was also 
responding with equal force. Demon’s anger increased and 
Satyaki was badly injured, But, he did not tell about it to others. 
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Next Baldeo came as guard. Demon also challenged him 
and the same story was repeated. Demon’s anger and his body- 
size both increased by the anger of Baldeo. 

Last turn was of Vasudev. He too faced the challenge of 
demon. But he took it as a friendly fight and said to the 
demon—“You are a very funny person. To keep me awake you 
are pretending to fight.” With these soothing words demon’s 
power and body-size both started to diminish and finally he 
came to the size of an insect. Vasudev tied him in a cloth. 

In the morning, truth was revealed. Satyaki and Baldeo 
showed their injuries while Vasudev 
showed the demon of the size ofinsect. . 
He told his friends that demon % 
was actually anger which 
increases with anger and 
calms down, when ignored. 
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Face the Problems 


Monkeys of Kashi were very naughty. Once Swami 
Vivekanand was going somewhere. Many monkeys lived 
there and harassed persons visiting that place. They 
harassed Vivekanand also, ran towards him and scratched 
his legs. To free himself from those monkeys, Vivekanand ran 
away. Monkeys also chased him. 

An unknown person said—“Don’t run, face them”. 
Vivekannad stopped and shouted loudly upon monkeys. This 
worked and monkeys ran away. 

Similarly, many problems and adverse situations come in 
one’s life. They must be faced with courage. Cowards never 
win. 
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God’s Love 


Mansukh returned home in evening. Today was the birthday 
of Bhagwan Krishna and so he did not go with Mansukh for 
grazing cattle. Mother had detained him at home. 

Other Gope friends asked—“Mansukh ! You are a very close 
and intimate friend of Krishna and say that Gopal never eats 
anything without first feeding you. But today, he did not give 
Prasad to you.” 

Mansukh said—“Yes friends ! Even today Krishna came to 
me and gave Prasad by his own hands.” Other Gopes cried—“It 
is wrong” and brought Krishna there. “Mansukh ! Now Krishna 
is before you. Ask him. Today he did not go out of his home.” 
Krishna also supported them—“Yes Mansukh ! You may have 
gon iused. I did not go out today.” 

| Mansukh smiled and said— ‘Natwar ! You are 
really great and can do anything. If you 
really did not go to me then please 
tell us how your Peetambar is with 
me? Look, some sweets given by 
you are still tied in it.”. 
Gopes opened the Peetambar 
and found some _ sweets, 
which were in the Puja 
room. Who went to give 
that toMansukh? 
Who can understand 
God’s glory ? 
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Don’t be Selfish 


A very judicious king once disguised him as a Sadhu and 
went out to look after his people. He was alone meeting persons 
and enquiring about their problems. He reached a garden and 
saw the gardener planting a seedling. He asked—“It seems to 
be a walnut plant.” “Yes brother, your guess is correct”’— 
gardener replied. 

Sadhu said—“Walnut plant gives fruit after 20-22 years. 
Will you be alive by then to enjoy its fruits?” 

‘-ardener replied—“My ancestors planted this garden and 
reared it with hard labour. Now we are enjoying the fruits. It is 
our duty to plant trees for the next generation. It would be 
selfishness to think about ourselves only. I wish that this Dion 
may flourish for years after me.’ , 

Next day, king told his ministers— 
“If every person thinks like that 
gardener and plants the seedlings 
of good habits, this world 
would be a heaven.” 
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Bishop’s Intimacy 


In Naples town, lived a large number of vagabond boys. 
They were from poor and backward community and had 
formed gangs to commit theft, robbery, Thugee etc. as their 
livelihood. Drinking and other bad habits had increased and 
those boys never wanted to read and earn like good citizens. 

Bishop Borely was distressed to see all this and resolved 
to reform them. They would never listen to his preachings. 
Hence Borely decided to become intimate and friendly with 
them. He was young and polite and had no difficulty in 
mixing with those boys. He took an old house on rent and 
made an arrangement for good dinner and night stay for 
homeless boys. Large number of vagabond boys joined this 
home. Here Borely tried to teach them and also inspired to 
earn respectably leaving bad habits. His efforts succeeded 
and thousands of such boys became civilized and self- 
dependent. 

Bishop’s intimacy and compassion proved beneficial for 
them. 
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Compassionate Chinitchi 


A person could not earn for several days. His wife and 
children were hungry for last three days. He was badly 
depressed and left his home to commit suicide. 

Someone placed his hand on his shoulder and 
said—“Friend ! What will you get by finishing this precious 
life? Don’t be disappointed. I know that circumstances are 
forcing you to take this step but can’t you face it with courage ?” 
Hearing these intimate words that man started weeping and 
narrated his story. That kind hearted person also had tears in 
his eyes. He was a famous poet of Japan, Chinitchi Inguchi. 
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Compassionate poet Chinitchi was moved to listen the story of 
that person. He gave some money to him for arranging food for 
his family. He resolved that he will donate major part of his 
earnings for helping needy persons. He kept a donation box at 
a prominent place. 

It was written on the box—“Those, who are really in need of 
money, may take some from this box. If this money could give 
solace to distressed persons, I will be obliged. Thanks.” 
Chinitchi’s name was not mentioned on the box. He believed in 
doing his duty and service. He never cared for name or fame. 

Such qualities make a person great. 
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Greedy gets No Gain 


King Parikshit listened Bhagwat Puran from the greatest 
enlightened sant Shukadev and got salvation. A rich person heard 
of this and had great reverence for Bhagwat. 

He approached a very learned but greedy Pandit for this. On his 
offer that Pandit said—“This is the time of Kaliyug in which all 
religious rituals produce only one fourth result. Hence, you will 
have to listen Bhagwat four times.” His intention was to get heavy 
donations from that Seth four times. Sethji listened Bhagwat four 
times and gave heavy donation but the result was almost zero. 

Now he contacted a great enlightened sant and narrated his 
problem—“Why I could not get the advantage which Parikshit got ?” 
He explained—“King Parikshit was certain about his death and 
had renounced the world before listening Bhagwat. Muni Shukdev 
also had no worldly desire. But you and your Pandit both were 
greedy. Hence, you got nothing.” Greedy gets no gain. 
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Divine Justice 


| AJudge was touring on foot in 
py ‘district Satara for official work. 
; He sent a message to his wife to 
come later on horse-carriage. 
When she was coming, the 
carriage passed through a mango 
grove. As she desired, coachman 
plucked some mangoes from a 
tree. Incidentally, one big mango 
fell on her hand and the gold 
bangle was broken. One piece of 
the bangle could not be traced for 
which she was very sad. When 
she reached the camp, she 
narrated the whole story to her 
husband. 
He said—“It was really good. 


You took other’s property without | =>>=-—2\\ 
any authority and so God has |) | 
punished you to be careful in 
future. I have lost my knife. So I 
have also been punished with you.” 

That Judge was Sri Govind ¢ 
Ranade. He was a very honest and 
judicious person and treated each Vi 
one alike. 

God is very kind but also 
punishes as per one’s crime. 
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Dissatisfied Man 


Brahmaji desired to create a new world. He started work 
and created a dog. Later, he asked dog—“Do you feel any 
deficiency to live in this world?” Dog replied—“Bhagwan ! I 
have several deficiencies. No clothes, no food, no home and even 
no power to produce anything,” Brahmaji repented. 

Next, he created an ox and asked him the same question. Ox 
replied with grief-—“Bhagwan ! What body you have given to 
me ? I have dry grass to eat; hands and legs are both alike; two 
horns on my head. What to do with such an ugly body ?” 

Now Brahmaji created man with a very attractive body. He 
asked the man—“Son ! I think you don’t have any deficiency?” 
Man thought for a while and said—“You have not given me any 
such thing which I may call my success or prosperity.” 

Brahmaji became serious and said—“Dear son ! I have 
given you heart, soul and a body which can do everything in this 

~ world. Still you feel 
deficiency and are 
dissatisfied.” 
E Man should 
be satisfied 
with what God 
has given. 
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Proud to be Indian 


In old times, British culture was not so prevalent in India 
as it is these days. Britishers were trying to spread their 
culture. Government servants were forced to wear British 
dress. 

In spite of being a government officer, Sir Ashutosh 
Mukherji did not agree with such orders. He always wore 
Kurta and Dhoti. 

One day his friend said—“What is the harm if you wear 
British dress to get promotion?” Mukherji replied—“When 
Britishers give so much importance to their dress, shall we 
surrender our national pride for some money?” When British 
officers learnt about his national pride, they were highly 
impressed by his personality and promoted him to the highest 
post in his office. 

We must be proud to be Indian and wear Indian dress. 
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Extraordinary Courage 


There was scarcity of water in a 
city. It was declared that whosoever | 
will cut the hill to make a canal for 
bringing water from the other side, 
will be married to a charming girl / 
Sheereen. q 

Without having any resources, a % 
young boy named Farhad accepted (\gX 
the challenge. With extraordinary \Wy7s 
courage and untiring labour, he : 
started cutting the hill. Many people 
were impressed and also helped him. 


Finally, Farhad 
succeeded in bringing 
water to the city, through 
the new canal. Farhad and 
. . Sheereen were married. 
Courage makes 
impossible to be possible. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


16 19 


Super Power Gayatri 


Vishwamitra, who was born as a Kshatriya, was honoured 
as Brahmarishi due to the blessings of Vedmata Gayatri. Once 
Janmejay asked—“Why Gayatri is called Vedmata?” 

Rishi Asteek said—“Not only Vedmata, primordial super 
power Gayatri is also called Deumata and Vishwamata. In the 
beginning of creation for inspiring Brahma and expanding 
science and knowledge, it is called Vedmata.” 

“For the proper maintenance of the world divine powers are 
needed. Gayatri gives strength to divine powers—as such, it is 
called Devmata.” 

“Whenever immorality and other nefarious activities 
increase in this world, great effort has to be made 
to eradicate such evils and 
purify the society. This is 
like bringing Ganga from, 
heaven to earth. y ony 
This is possible with | 
the power and a if | YN 
influence ofGayatri | 9s 
and hence called ‘oF 
Vishwamata.” 

Gayatri is really 
the greatest super 
power on earth. 
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General Booth 


Booth was born in England. He studied and became a 
Bishop. One day, he saw certain persons beating a small boy. 
He stopped and enquired. It was disclosed that the boy had 
stolen one bread from baker’s shop. Bishop Booth asked the 
boy. He replied—“Beating can be tolerated but hunger is 
intolerable.” Boy had no relation or home nor could he earn. 

Bishop Booth could not sleep that night. Words of that boy 
were ringing in his ears. Next day, he resigned from the post of 
Bishop and started the work of rehabilitating such helpless 
and wandered boys. This organization was named Liberation 
Army and Booth was its General. He rehabilitated thousands 
of persons. Due to his efforts, branches of Liberation Army 
started in 60 countries and funds were also easily available. 

This organization got wonderful success. 
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Body and Soul 


Once body and soul were talking to each other. Body 
said—“How beautiful, charming and strong I am?” Soul 
said—“You must also make me beautiful, charming and 
strong. Without this, your qualities are temporary. By 
improving my qualities, you will be permanently enlightened.” 

Body did not realize its value and remained involved in 
worldly attractions. Time came for the soul to leave the body. 
Now body repented. Before leaving, soul said—“I am going. If 
you had not ignored me and had properly used your 
competence to purify your mind, heart and soul, you would 
have been remembered even after your death. Such persons 
become immortal and are called superhuman.” 

Soul went away to have another body. 
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Testing the Sant 


Maharaj Krishnadev Rai had heard a lot about Sant 
Purandar. He was doing penance and was above all worldly 
attractions. It was unbelievable that an intelligent person may 
renounce all available facilities and may live a hard life to serve 
people. In such poverty, how family life and social service both 
may be performed?” 

With the help of his minister Vyas Rai, he decided to test the 
Sant. He sent message to Sant Purandar that he may take his 
Bhiksha from Rajbhawan. While giving Bhiksha few jewels were 
secretly mixed with rice. Sant used to come daily and happily 
received Bhiksha. 

Maharaj told his minister—“This Sant is reputed to be above 
worldly attractions and not being greedy. Let us gg to his house 
to test him.” 
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At the Sant’s cottage, they saw Sant and his wife talking. 
She was taking out jewels from rice and was saying—“From 
where you are getting Bhiksha these days? Look, there are so 
many stones in rice.” She threw all the jewels in the garbage. 
King and minister were in disguise. 

Later, she recognized the king and said—“Previously, we 
also considered them to be costly jewels. But since, we are on 
the path of devotion and social service, we are satisfied in our 
meagre earning. These jewels are like useless stones for us.” 
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Goddess of Wealth 


Bali was a very religious king of his time. There was 
prosperity and happiness in the kingdom. Goddess of wealth 
also lived there happily but later, she left the place. Indra was 
perplexed and asked the reason for this change. 

Goddess of wealth said—“I am different from goddess of 
labour, who lives with industrious persons. I live with such 
persons, who have four things. Firstly, they are labourious; 
secondly, they prudently plan for future; thirdly, have patience 
and courage and fourthly, work with cooperation and 
generosity. As long as people had these four qualities in the 
kingdom of Bali, I lived there happily. But now moneyed persons 
and their family members have forgotten these qualities, so I 
have left that place.” 

Goddess of wealth lives where money is not misused and the 
persons are labourious and service minded. 
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Nanak Gave a Lesson 


Khalifa of Baghdad had a lot of property in his treasury. To 
collect more and more money, he taxed and even tortured his 
people. They were all distressed with this. 

Guru Nanak, during his tour, reached Baghdad. He collected 
small pebbles in a heap in front of Khalifa’s palace and sat there. 
Khalifa received information of Nanak’s arrival and went to 
meet him personally. Seeing the heap of pebbles, he 
asked—“Maharaj ! Why have you collected these pebbles?” Guru 
Nanak smiled and said—“Khalifaji ! When I will go to God, I will 
offer these pebbles to him as gift.” 

Khalifa burst into laughter and said—“O Nanak ! I had 
heard that you are a very learned person. But you don’t know 
that after death one cannot take even a needle; what to say of 
these pebbles ?” 

Nanak said—“I don’t know Khalifaji but I have come » with 
this intention only. You have collected 
huge property by looting your 
people and when you will 
take all that after death, 
these pebbles may 
also go with them.” 


Khalifa realized © AF GA) 


his fault and from 
that day, devoted his i 
timeandmoneyfor _ 
the service of people. , 
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Self-Defence is Necessary 


One day, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru entered the cottage of 
Gandhiji. Due to darkness, he dashed against Gandhiji’s 
Lathi. He was annoyed and said—“Bapu ! You are a great 
follower of Ahimsa, then why you keep this Lathi ?” Gandhiji 
replied—“To reform naughty boys like you.” Then in a serious 
tone he further said—“Ahimsa does not mean that you allow 
others to beat or hurt you. Self-defence against illegal and 
immoral acts is also essential.” 

Sometimes, grown-ups are also taught like children. 
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Progress Continuously 


A woodcutter was passing his days in great difficulty. One 
day, he cut some wood from jungle and as usual was going to sell 
in market. Suddenly, a gentle person met him and said—“Child ! 
Move ahead.” 

Next day, when he went to cut wood, he recalled these words 
and moved ahead in the forest. There he found thick and better 
wood. He got more money that day. Third day, he 
thought—“Mahatmaji had asked me to move ahead. Today I 
shall go more deep into the jungle.” Thinking this, he moved 
ahead and saw a forest of sandalwood. By selling its wood, he 
earned even more. 

Like this, he continued to move on. He got a mine of copper 
and thereafter of silver, gold and diamond 
and gradually became a very rich person. 

God has given us i as 
this human body to a 
progress 
continuously. 
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Arrogant Duryodhan 


Duryodhan always wanted to influence others by his 
arrogance. Pandavas were in Vanwas (living in forest). 
Duryodhan was living in palace. Just to show off his prosperity, 
he went to that part of forest, where Pandavas lived. To show 
himself as all-powerful, he willfully started celebrations. 

Civility and gentility can’t live with vanity. Arrogant 
persons have no moral. Kauravas started to defile the lake of 
Gandharvas and did not stop even on asking. Angry 
Gandharvaraj arrested them. 
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When Yudhishthir came to know he sent Arjun to his 
friend Gandharvaraj and got them released. Duryodhan 
was condemned and he felt ashamed. 

Arrogance is always harmful. 
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Childhood Sanskars 


Mother said—“My child ! Now you have become sensible. 
After your daily bath you must offer water to this Tulsi plant. 
This is our very old tradition to worship Tulsi.” Son 
argued—“Mother you are very innocent. Tulsi is just a plant. 
Are plants worshipped? Why waste time for this?” 

Mother explained—“There is great advantage. Reverence 
never goes waste. All our intelligence and progress in life 
depends upon our reverence. Beginning from small things our 
reverence grows deeper and stronger and finally it makes a 
person great.” 

From that day, Vinoba Bhave started offering water to 
Tulsi daily. Sanskars given by his mother in childhood made 
him a most honourable person of this country. 
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Patriotism of Lokmanya Tilak 


Lokmanya Tilak returned back from England. A function was 
organized to honour him. After the function was over, he was going 
back home is his Bagghi. Garlands, which were offered to him, were 
also kept in the Bagghi. 

Tilak gave those garlands to the coachman and smilingly 
said—“Put them in the neck of your horses. They are pulling this 
Bagghi. Similarly, we are pulling the cart of our country from slavery 
to freedom. There is no difference between us.” 

Lokmanya Tilak was a great patriot 
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Dr. Radha Krishnan 


In college, a Bishop used insulting words for Hindu religion. A 
student could not tolerate it. He stood up and asked—“Does 
Christianity teaches you to insult other religions?” Bishop was 
annoyed and said—“Does Hindu religion praise other religions ?” 

Student replied politely—“Of course Sir ! Our religion does not 
insult any religion. Bhagwan Krishna has himself said in Geeta 
that one may worship any God, it will amount to worshipping him. 
Tell me, how our religion can insult other religions?” 

Bishop could not speak. Indian culture was flowing in the viens 
of that boy. Later, he became a great scholar of philosophy. We know 
him as Dr. Radha Krishnan. He was the first Ambassador of India 
to Russia and then became the President of India. He spread the 
divine light of Indian culture in the whole world. 
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